
 

 

Board of Trustees 

Jerome L. (Jerry) Hirt, Sr. 

Beth van Haaren 

Cliff Wray 

 

Fiscal Officer 

Deborah A. Watson 

 

 

Administrator 

 

Fire Chief 

Carl Blackburn 

 

Planning & Zoning Director 

Michael Gebhart 

 

Road Superintendent 

Robert Yocum 

 

 

Township Offices                               
& Fire Station 

8735 S. Second Street (Brandt) 

Tipp City, Ohio 45371 

937.845.8472 

Michael Gebhart 

 

 

Board of Trustees 

Jerome L. (Jerry) Hirt, Sr. 

Beth van Haaren 

Cliff Wray 

 

Fiscal Officer 

Deborah A. Watson 

 

 

Administrator 

 

Fire Chief 

Carl Blackburn 

 

Planning & Zoning Director 

Michael Gebhart 

 

Road Superintendent 

Robert Yocum 

 

 

Township Offices                               
& Fire Station 

8735 S. Second Street (Brandt) 

Tipp City, Ohio 45371 

937.845.8472 

Michael Gebhart 

 

  

Board of Trustees 

Jerome L. (Jerry) Hirt, Sr. 

Beth van Haaren 

Cliff Wray 

 

Fiscal Officer 

Deborah A. Watson 

 

 

Administrator 

Michael Gebhart 

 

 Planning & Zoning Director 

Andy Ehrhart 

 

Road Superintendent 

Robert Yocum 

 

 

 

 

Township Offices                               
& Fire Station 

8735 S. Second Street (Brandt) 

Tipp City, Ohio 45371 

937.845.8472 

Fire Department Receives FEMA Firefighter Grant 

School Levies on the August 7, 2012 Ballot 
On Tuesday, August 7th, Bethel Local Schools will have two levies on the ballot.  The first is a 2 
mil levy for Permanent Improvements.  This levy is a renewal, thus no new taxes.  The second 
levy is a 7 mil levy for Operating Expenses.  This levy is a replacement of an existing 7 mil levy in 
order to adjust for inflation and reduced funding from the state.  For a $100,000 home, it will result 
in an increase of $4.44 per month, should the levy pass.  Larry Smith, superintendent of Bethel 
Local Schools explained “The administration has actively and successfully worked to reduce costs 
over the past few years.  We eliminated eleven staff positions, increased the ac-
tivity fee for students and many other measures.  However, every school district 
in Ohio has seen significant cuts to funding from the state and at the same time, 
everyone’s costs for fuel, healthcare, light bulbs and even paper continue to rise”. 
 
If you would like additional information on the school levies, contact Lori Sebas-
tian, levy Chairwoman, at 667.4893 or Larry Smith at 845.9414 or visit the web-
site www.bethellevy.org 

In mid-March, the Board of Trustees was notified by the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA) that the Bethel Township Fire De-
partment had been awarded a 2011 FEMA Assistance to Firefighters 
Grant (AFG) in the amount of $111,000.00 for the purchase of new 
equipment and training.  The grant requires 5% matching funds by the 
Township, which amounts to $5,500.00. 

The grant requested assistance in purchasing: 

• 800Mhz radios for all eight (8) Department vehicles and an additional 14 portable radios for on 
scene communication at a total cost of 65,600.00.  These new radios will allow for better com-
munication with the Miami County 911 Center in Troy, on scene communication, as well as 
communication when providing or receiving mutual aid from surrounding communities. 

• $15,000.00 for the purchase of 10 complete sets of new protective equipment for firefighters.  
Funds will be used to buy helmets, boots, and protective jackets and pants. 

 Continued on Page 4 

Don’t Forget to Vote on Tuesday, August 7th!  Polls are open from 6:30AM until 7:30PM. 

Phoneton Sewer Project:  Message from Sheriff Cox 
During the first week of July, Miami County Sheriff Charles Cox was alerted to a 
scam concerning driveway repair in the Phoneton Sewer Project area.  Sheriff Cox 
issued the following PRESS RELEASE: 

The Miami County Sheriff’s Office would like to alert Bethel Township residents of a 
scam involving driveway repair.  A local contractor has been contacting residents in Bethel who 
had their driveways damaged during the installation of the sanitary line in the SR 202/Phoneton 
area.  The contractor offers to repair the damage and bills the resident telling the resident they can 
take the receipt to the county for reimbursement.  The Sheriff’s Office has contacted the local con-
tractor and warned them that should any more complaints be received, a fraud complaint would be 
initiated.   
Continued on Page 4 
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Using 3.8 mil Levy money, the Bethel Township Trustees have entered into a contract with Miami 
County Commissioners and Access Engineering to undertake the design, engineering and construc-
tion of a waterline extension from Brandt to Phoneton.  The project will run along US Rte 40, south 
on  SR 202 and Wildcat to connect with Wiley Industrial Park, through Dinsmore and Shroyer and 
north a short distance on SR 202.  Bethel Township was awarded a $400,000 grant from the Ohio 
Public Works Commission (OPWC) for this project and a $200,000 0% interest loan which will off-
set some of the costs of this project.  As the design and engineering phase is completed in June, 
more detailed information will be available.   

Bethel Township Fire Department responds to over 400 emergency medical service (EMS) calls per 
year.  Frequently, the patient needs to be transported to a medical facility.  Bethel Township crews 
will offer a wide range of choices on where to go.  We transport to: 

Other hospitals such as Kettering Medical Center or Southview Hospital are too far away for our 
crews to make a quick turn around and get back to protect the Township.  For example, a trip to Ket-
tering would take over an hour and half for our crews to return for the next emergency, whereas a 
trip to Grandview would be under an hour.  In addition to the distance, we have to pass other hospi-
tals (including ones in the same network) to reach those destinations.  In an effort to provide maxi-
mum coverage to the entire township, it is important for the crews to deliver the patient to the most 
appropriate hospital in a timely manner.  Hospitals in the Premier Network are Miami Valley, Upper 
Valley and Good Samaritan.  Hospitals in the Kettering Network are Grandview, Soin and Huber 
Heights ER.  Springfield, Wright Patt AFB and Children’s are not in any other networks. 

There are also times when the emergency dictates where we take patients.  Examples of this include 
trauma, stroke, burns, and other critical emergencies.  We are dictated by our “protocols” to take 
patients to specified hospitals that are specifically equipped to handle these emergencies.  It is also 
possible that at times emergency rooms close due to high volume; this is called rerouting.  We are 
notified by our dispatch when an ER is closed and we are not able to take patients there. 

If you have the medic come to your house and the crews tell you that you or a loved one cannot be 
transported to your hospital of choice, please realize that they are following policy that has been cre-
ated to ensure the best possible care for the patient and also provide the highest level of service for 
the residents of the township.  Any additional questions or concerns about this policy, please feel 
free to contact Andy Ehrhart, Bethel Township Administrator and Fire Chief at 845.8472. 

Hospital Choices 

Phoneton Water Project 

Upper Valley 

Huber Heights Emergency 
Room 

Grandview 

Good Samaritan 

Springfield Regional Medical 
Center 

Children’s Medical Center 

Miami Valley 

Wright Patterson Air Force 
Base 

Soin Medical Center 

Don’t Forget to Vote!!  

Tuesday, May 5th 

Polls are open 

 6:30 am to 7:30 pm 

Voting questions?  Contact the Miami 
County Board of Elections at 440-3900 

during normal business hours 



 

Bethel Current    April—June 2014 

Page 3 

Tuesday, May 6th, voters in Bethel Township will head to the polls.  The only issue on the ballot for Bethel Township 
residents is the Bethel Local Schools Bond issue to generate funds to construct and renovate school facilities.  Just a re-
minder on voting locations:    
 Bethel West and South Central vote at the new West Charleston Church of the Brethren - 4817 SR 202. 
 Bethel South East and East vote at the First Baptist Church 8870 SR 571. 
 Bethel Huber Heights votes at the Fire Station in Brandt. This precinct does not vote on township issues, but does 

vote on Bethel School issues. 
If you have additional questions about your precinct, your voting location or ballot language, please contact the Miami 
County Board of Elections at 440-3900 during normal business hours. 

31 years ago, mini-van’s made their driving debut and Duty Automotive opened for business.  Jack Duty has been main-
taining, repairing and tuning all kinds of cars, mini-vans and light trucks ever since.  Duty Automotive is a local business 
with strong community involvement.  Jack, a Bethel High School graduate, started the complete automotive repair busi-
ness and was joined a few years later by his brother.  His father, Jack, also worked with him for several years after his 
retirement.  Currently, Duty Automotive has six mechanics to handle all types of automotive service needs.  Jack says, 
“We can do everything to keep your car or light truck running.”  They 
have just expanded to sell and service tires as well.   
Jack and his staff are “old school” mechanics who are comfortable 
with everything from a simple brake job to a complete engine over-
haul.  He has seen the industry change from the common tune-up of 
the old ignition systems to complex computer diagnostics.  Today his 
shop is equipped with the diagnostic equipment, the knowledge and 
the experience to handle any type of repair or tune-up in a price com-
petitive and timely manner.  Duty Automotive is located at 4360 Lisa 
Drive in the Wiley Industrial Park off of SR 202.  Their phone num-
ber is 667.4186. 

May 6th Primary Election 

Bethel Business Spotlight 

Over the past few years, the governor and the state legislature, faced with budget deficits, have made significant cuts to 
many sources of revenue to township governments.  Townships, as well as other local government entities, have relied 
on these funds to finance services to the public.  Township governments have been affected more severely than munici-
pal or county governments since we have no taxing authority other than real estate taxes levied by the vote of our con-
stituents.  Municipalities have the additional revenue stream from income tax revenue and county governments benefit 
from sales tax revenue. 
One source of revenue for townships has been state taxes, which generally make up the majority of a township’s 
“General Fund”.  The last three biannual state budgets resulted in drastic cuts to this funding.  In 2012, Bethel Township 
received $60,004 from this funding.  In 2014, we will receive $25,672, an over 40% reduction of funds.  The General 
Fund in Bethel Township is used to pay for electricity, phones, salaries, vehicle maintenance, fuel oil, etc. 
Another source of funding that was completely eliminated was the Inheritance Tax.  The township received anywhere 
from $1,000 to $90,000 per year from this type of tax.  Because usage of these funds was unrestricted, this money could 
be used for repaving projects, maintenance on snow plows, crack sealing, tree trimming or many other areas to improve 
the township.    
All these factors have placed financial pressure on the township to trim our budget.  We continue to strive to provide the 
best services to the community in the most efficient manner possible.  However, continued cuts by the state legislature 
will eventually be felt by all communities. 

Shrinking State Funding Affects Township Finances 
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Zoning Update 
Zoning Certificates Issued: 
ZC-1-15  6476 US 40   Addition to Accessory Structure 
ZC-2-15  6305 Heffner Rd  Addition to Residence  
ZC-3-15  7490 State Route 201  School Additions  
ZC-4-15  8455 Overlook Dr.  320 sq. ft. Shed 
ZC-5-15  5015 S Dayton-Brandt rd. 30 x 30 Garage 
BETHEL TOWNSHIP ZONING COMMISSION (ZC): 
The Bethel Township Zoning Commission (ZC) did not meet for the month of January. The Bethel Township Zoning 
Commission (ZC) did meet in February to for a workshop session to review the zoning code with the BZA.  The Bethel 
Township Zoning Commission (ZC) did meet in March to hear the following case:  

Case ZA-01-15: A request from Don Caldwell of 8430 Flick Road to rezone the property located as Miami county par-
cel ID number A01-071100 on SR 571 from A-2 General Agriculture to A-1 Domestic Agriculture to allow for lot split 
on ground used for residential and agricultural purposes. Passed 5-0 

BETHEL TOWNSHIP BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS (BZA): 
The Bethel Township Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) did not meet in January due to the applicant cancelling the vari-
ance request: 

Case V-01-15: A request from Javier Perez of 8455 Overlook Dr. New Carlisle, Ohio, 45344. The applicant requests a 
variance to put an accessory structure in the front yard and decrease the side yard setback for an accessory building from 
the required ten (10) feet to approximately three (3) feet. The property is identified at Miami County Parcel ID # A01-
027560. Cancelled 
The Bethel Township Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) did meet for the month of February for a workshop to discuss 
zoning code updates with the ZC.  The Bethel Township Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) did meet in March to hear the 
following case: 

Case V-02-15:    A request from Tracy Watson, 968 Bellefontaine RD, New Carlisle Ohio  45344. The applicant re-
quests a variance to increase the maximum size of permitted accessory structure from the required Sixteen Hundred 
(1600) square feet to approximately Three Thousand Five Hundred (3500) square feet. The property is identified at Mi-
ami County Parcel ID # A03-004800. Passed 3-1 
The BZA meets on the fourth Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the Bethel Township Meeting Room.  The Zoning 
Commission meets on the fourth Thursday of the month @ 7:30 p.m. in the Bethel Township Meeting Room.  Public 
notice for both the Zoning Commission and the Board of Zoning Appeals meetings are posted in the news section of the 
Township web site at www.betheltownship.org, and in the Troy Daily News. Additionally, residents within 300’ of the 
requesting property are notified by first class mail as per the Bethel Township Zoning Resolution and the Ohio Revised 
Code.  

Fire and EMS 2015: 
Runs from 1/1/15—3/23/15:    
EMS  94   Fire   36   Total  130  
  

Recycling Update:  We are working with Waste Management 
to add a third pick up day for the recycling bins.  We are not 
sure yet what day that will be, but we will post the information 
on the Bethel Township website and facebook page.  Recycling 
is a much used service in the Township.  We know that it can 
be very frustrating to load up your vehicle with cans, cardboard 
and bottles, only to find the recycling bins overflowing.  Thank 
you for your patience as we find a cost effective solution. 

Fire Fact:  Did you know that a set of firefighter 
gear costs, on average, $4,000 and the NFPA stan-
dard for replacement of the gear is 10 years? 
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Zoning Update 
Zoning Certificates Issued: 
 ZC-25-14  8276 Palmer  New Residence 
ZC-26-14  6582 US 40    24x32 Pole Barn 
ZC-27-14  4455 Gibson Drive Gas Station/Subway 
ZC-28-14  9960 Haskett LN Garage 
ZC-29-14  7100 Studebaker Rd   Addition 
ZC-30-14  7137 Singer Rd New Residence 
ZC-31-14  5219 St Rt 202  30x40 Pole Barn 
ZC-32-14  8390 US 40  Gazebo 
ZC-33-14  8080 St Rt 201  Addition  
ZC-34-14  Church Street  New Residence 
ZC-35-14  9161 St Rt 201  Storage Units 
ZC-36-14  6389 Palmer Rd Deck 
 
BETHEL TOWNSHIP ZONING COMMISSION (ZC): 
The Bethel Township Zoning Commission (ZC) did not meet for the months of October, November, or December. 
The ZC meets on the fourth Thursday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Bethel Township Meeting Room. 
 
BETHEL TOWNSHIP BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS (BZA): 
The Bethel Township Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) did meet in October to hear the following case: 
 
Case V-10-14: A request from Larry Dire of 5248 Ottawa Dr. Fairborn Ohio 45324. The applicant requests a variance to 
build an accessory structure prior to a primary structure located at 6582 E. US RT 40, Tipp City, OH 45371.  The prop-
erty is identified at Miami County Parcel ID # A01-086056. Passed 5-0 
 
The Bethel Township Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) did not meet for the month of November. The Bethel Township 
Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) did meet in December to hear the following case: 
 
Case V-11-14: A request from Daniel Berner of 28 Sunset Dr. Medway Ohio 45319. The applicant requests a variance 
to decrease the rear yard setback for the primary structure from the required fifty (50) feet to five (5) feet  for an addition 
located at 7625 E. New Carlisle Rd, New Carlisle, OH 45344.  The property is identified at Miami County Parcel ID # 
A01-064600. Passed 4-0 
 
The BZA meets on the fourth Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the Bethel Township Meeting Room. Public notice 
for both the Zoning Commission and the Board of Zoning Appeals meetings are posted in the news section of the Town-
ship web site at www.betheltownship.org, and in the Troy Daily News. Additionally, residents within 300’ of the re-
questing property are notified by first class mail as per the Bethel Township Zoning Resolution and the Ohio Revised 
Code.  

Fire and EMS 2014: 
Runs from 1/1/14—12/31/14:    
EMS  433   Fire   159   Total  592  
Compared to 2013  
EMS 342 (+27%)   Fire 84 (+89%)   
Total 426 (+39%) 

Thirteen people applied for the position of 
Township Trustees.  All the applicants were well 
qualified and all interviewed extremely well.  

The  trustees, the fiscal officer and the township ad-
ministrator had the daunting task of selecting one from the 
many for the position.  We would like to extend our thanks and 
our appreciation to everyone who applied.  The township is 
very lucky to have so many talented and committed citizens. 
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Zoning Update 
Zoning Certificates Issued: 
 ZC-25-14  8276 Palmer  New Residence 
ZC-26-14  6582 US 40    24x32 Pole Barn 
ZC-27-14  4455 Gibson Drive Gas Station/Subway 
ZC-28-14  9960 Haskett LN Garage 
ZC-29-14  7100 Studebaker Rd   Addition 
ZC-30-14  7137 Singer Rd New Residence 
ZC-31-14  5219 St Rt 202  30x40 Pole Barn 
ZC-32-14  8390 US 40  Gazebo 
ZC-33-14  8080 St Rt 201  Addition  
ZC-34-14  Church Street  New Residence 
ZC-35-14  9161 St Rt 201  Storage Units 
ZC-36-14  6389 Palmer Rd Deck 
 
BETHEL TOWNSHIP ZONING COMMISSION (ZC): 
The Bethel Township Zoning Commission (ZC) did not meet for the months of October, November, or December. 
The ZC meets on the fourth Thursday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Bethel Township Meeting Room. 
 
BETHEL TOWNSHIP BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS (BZA): 
The Bethel Township Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) did meet in October to hear the following case: 
 
Case V-10-14: A request from Larry Dire of 5248 Ottawa Dr. Fairborn Ohio 45324. The applicant requests a variance to 
build an accessory structure prior to a primary structure located at 6582 E. US RT 40, Tipp City, OH 45371.  The prop-
erty is identified at Miami County Parcel ID # A01-086056. Passed 5-0 
 
The Bethel Township Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) did not meet for the month of November. The Bethel Township 
Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) did meet in December to hear the following case: 
 
Case V-11-14: A request from Daniel Berner of 28 Sunset Dr. Medway Ohio 45319. The applicant requests a variance 
to decrease the rear yard setback for the primary structure from the required fifty (50) feet to five (5) feet  for an addition 
located at 7625 E. New Carlisle Rd, New Carlisle, OH 45344.  The property is identified at Miami County Parcel ID # 
A01-064600. Passed 4-0 
 
The BZA meets on the fourth Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the Bethel Township Meeting Room. Public notice 
for both the Zoning Commission and the Board of Zoning Appeals meetings are posted in the news section of the Town-
ship web site at www.betheltownship.org, and in the Troy Daily News. Additionally, residents within 300’ of the re-
questing property are notified by first class mail as per the Bethel Township Zoning Resolution and the Ohio Revised 
Code.  

Fire and EMS 2014: 
Runs from 1/1/14—12/31/14:    
EMS  433   Fire   159   Total  592  
Compared to 2013  
EMS 342 (+27%)   Fire 84 (+89%)   
Total 426 (+39%) 

Thirteen people applied for the position of 
Township Trustees.  All the applicants were well 
qualified and all interviewed extremely well.  

The  trustees, the fiscal officer and the township ad-
ministrator had the daunting task of selecting one from the 
many for the position.  We would like to extend our thanks and 
our appreciation to everyone who applied.  The township is 
very lucky to have so many talented and committed citizens. 
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Bethel Local Schools 0.75% Earned Income Tax RENEWAL 

Business Spotlight 

On May 5th, Bethel School District voters will have the opportunity to vote on the renewal of a 0.75% Earned Income 
Tax (EIT).  First passed by voters in 2010, this EIT generates approximately $1.2 million which makes up almost 14% of 
Bethel Local Schools' budget.   Presently, the school only receives 3 million dollars from the state to assist with the 9 
million dollar budget needed to keep the district running efficiently.  And Bethel Local Schools run very efficiently.  Ac-
cording to data from the Ohio Department of Education, of the 21 schools in our surrounding community (all schools in 
Miami County and/or in the Cross County Conference), only 1 school spends less money per student than Bethel.  The 
revenues from the Earned Income Tax levy will only grow as the number of residents moving into Bethel School District 
increases. 

The money collected from the EIT touches every area of the district from books and curriculum to fuel and cleaning sup-
plies.  It provides students with positive learning environments and the materials needed to grow and succeed on a daily 
basis. Looking forward, Bethel’s Superintendent, Virginia Potter, stated “This renewal money is not about the ex-
tras….it’s about the necessities! Without it, our teachers will be unable to provide the education our community has 
come to expect from its schools.  Its absence from our budget will only slow down the progress we are making with the 
district’s strategic plan….to educate with excellence and inspire our students to reach their potential in an ever-
changing global society.” 

Bethel community members have until Monday, April 6, to register to vote for the NO NEW TAXES renewal on Tues-
day, May 5th. 

Virginia Potter 
Superintendent, Bethel Local Schools 

Rolling & Sliding Doors of Dayton is actually located just south of Brandt on SR 201.  It  has been in business serving 
the needs of residential, commercial, and industrial customers for 25 years. Robert Zugeider originally opened his busi-
ness in Riverside. As his company expanded he moved to his current location  at 8755 SR 201 in 2002. He recently con-
structed another building to warehouse materials for the growing business. They currently employ seven people to serve 
their customers.  
 
Bob proudly states Rolling & Sliding Doors of Dayton is “Where Price, Quality, & Service Meet.” They service any 
make or model of garage door as well as carry a full line garage doors and automatic openers. Their product lines also 
include fire doors which meet building regulations and fire codes for commercial or industrial buildings. They can han-
dle drop testing and offer emergency 24 hour service. They can install commercial counter shutters and are always 
equipped to help design unique industrial applications. 
 
If you are considering converting your garage into a patio room or man-cave, they can install a screen door for your sum-
mer comfort. They would be pleased to show you what they could do to allow you to multi-use your space. Check them 
out in person, by phone at 846-1860, or visit www.daytondoors.com  

On March 24, Bethel Township Trustees unanimously passed a resolution in support of Bethel Local Schools’ 0.75% 
Earned Income Tax Renewal that is on the ballot on May 5th.  Trustee Hirt stated, “It is not possible to have a great com-
munity without a great school district.  We are fortunate in Bethel Township to have both and we are voting in support of 
the funding to continue the excellent education tradition at Bethel Local Schools”. 

Trustees Support School’s Earned Income Tax RENEWAL 

ROAD UPDATE:  The frequent freezing and thawing this past winter has taken a heavy toll on our roadways.  We will be 
doing patch work this spring, crack sealing in the summer and currently plan to overlay one road.  If you notice damage 
to the road, please contact the township at 845.8472. 
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Tuesday, May 6th, voters in Bethel Township will head to the polls.  The only issue on the ballot for Bethel Township 
residents is the Bethel Local Schools Bond issue to generate funds to construct and renovate school facilities.  Just a re-
minder on voting locations:    
 Bethel West and South Central vote at the new West Charleston Church of the Brethren - 4817 SR 202. 
 Bethel South East and East vote at the First Baptist Church 8870 SR 571. 
 Bethel Huber Heights votes at the Fire Station in Brandt. This precinct does not vote on township issues, but does 

vote on Bethel School issues. 
If you have additional questions about your precinct, your voting location or ballot language, please contact the Miami 
County Board of Elections at 440-3900 during normal business hours. 

31 years ago, mini-van’s made their driving debut and Duty Automotive opened for business.  Jack Duty has been main-
taining, repairing and tuning all kinds of cars, mini-vans and light trucks ever since.  Duty Automotive is a local business 
with strong community involvement.  Jack, a Bethel High School graduate, started the complete automotive repair busi-
ness and was joined a few years later by his brother.  His father, Jack, also worked with him for several years after his 
retirement.  Currently, Duty Automotive has six mechanics to handle all types of automotive service needs.  Jack says, 
“We can do everything to keep your car or light truck running.”  They 
have just expanded to sell and service tires as well.   
Jack and his staff are “old school” mechanics who are comfortable 
with everything from a simple brake job to a complete engine over-
haul.  He has seen the industry change from the common tune-up of 
the old ignition systems to complex computer diagnostics.  Today his 
shop is equipped with the diagnostic equipment, the knowledge and 
the experience to handle any type of repair or tune-up in a price com-
petitive and timely manner.  Duty Automotive is located at 4360 Lisa 
Drive in the Wiley Industrial Park off of SR 202.  Their phone num-
ber is 667.4186. 

May 6th Primary Election 

Bethel Business Spotlight 

Over the past few years, the governor and the state legislature, faced with budget deficits, have made significant cuts to 
many sources of revenue to township governments.  Townships, as well as other local government entities, have relied 
on these funds to finance services to the public.  Township governments have been affected more severely than munici-
pal or county governments since we have no taxing authority other than real estate taxes levied by the vote of our con-
stituents.  Municipalities have the additional revenue stream from income tax revenue and county governments benefit 
from sales tax revenue. 
One source of revenue for townships has been state taxes, which generally make up the majority of a township’s 
“General Fund”.  The last three biannual state budgets resulted in drastic cuts to this funding.  In 2012, Bethel Township 
received $60,004 from this funding.  In 2014, we will receive $25,672, an over 40% reduction of funds.  The General 
Fund in Bethel Township is used to pay for electricity, phones, salaries, vehicle maintenance, fuel oil, etc. 
Another source of funding that was completely eliminated was the Inheritance Tax.  The township received anywhere 
from $1,000 to $90,000 per year from this type of tax.  Because usage of these funds was unrestricted, this money could 
be used for repaving projects, maintenance on snow plows, crack sealing, tree trimming or many other areas to improve 
the township.    
All these factors have placed financial pressure on the township to trim our budget.  We continue to strive to provide the 
best services to the community in the most efficient manner possible.  However, continued cuts by the state legislature 
will eventually be felt by all communities. 

Shrinking State Funding Affects Township Finances 
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Miami County 
8735 South Second Street—Brandt 
Tipp City, Ohio 45371 

Phone: 937-845-8472 
Fax: 937-845-7316 
Email: www.betheltownship.org 

Bethel Township Trustees  

 June 
  3 Historical Society Meeting, 7 PM 
  9  Trustees Regular Business Meeting, 7 PM 
16 Co. Planning Commission Mtg. in Troy, 7:30 PM       
23 Trustees Regular Business Meeting, 7 PM 
25 Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting, 6:30 PM 
 Zoning Commission Meeting, 7:30 PM 
 
 
Please note: 
The Board of Trustees meets in Workshop Session on the 1st and 3rd Tues-
days of each month @ 8:30AM in the Township Building in Brandt.  Please 
check the Township’s website at www.betheltownship.org for Workshop 
Session cancellations. 

April 
  1 Historical Society Meeting, 7 PM 
  3 Good Friday—Township Offices Closed  
14 Trustees Regular Business Meeting, 7 PM 
21  Co. Planning Commission Mtg. in Troy, 7:30 PM 
23 Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting, 6:30 PM 
 Zoning Commission Meeting, 7:30 PM 
28 Trustees Regular Business Meeting, 7 PM 
 
May 
  5 Election Day, Polls are open 6:30 AM—7 PM 
  6 Historical Society Meeting, 7 PM 
12 Trustees Regular Business Meeting, 7 PM 
13 Co. Planning Commission Mtg. in Troy, 7:30 PM 
25  Memorial Day—Township Offices Closed 
26 Trustees Regular Business Meeting, 7 PM 
28 Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting, 6:30 PM  
             Zoning Commission Meeting, 7:30 PM 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

PRESORTED STANDARD 
U.S. POSTAGE                  

PAID                                    
TIPP CITY, OH                 

PERMIT #22 

All meetings are held in the Bethel Township Community 
Room, 8735 S. Second Street-Brandt unless otherwise noted.                 

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT  WWW. BETHELTOWNSHIP.ORG     
Or like us on Facebook—  Bethel Township, Miami County, Ohio                                                                         

Trustee Jerry Hirt                                                      
ph. 667.1083                                              
jerry.hirt@betheltownship.org 

Trustee Beth van Haaren                                           
ph. 477.0289 
beth.vanhaaren@betheltownship.org 

Trustee Gary Biggs                                                     
ph. 657.2954               
gary.biggs@betheltownship.org 


